SCPI ADMINISTRATIVE EXTENSION REQUEST 
Funding for groups throughout the country is in jeopardy unless the federal government adopts an administrative extension to the existing SCPI program to cover the interim period between the ending of the existing SCPI program and the start-up of the new HPS.

Letters requesting the administrative extension can be sent to:

The Honourable Monte Solberg

Minister of Human Resources and Social Development

Place due Portage, Phase 4, 14th Floor

140 Promenade du Portage, 

Gatineau, PQ, K1A 0J9

Ms. Janice Charette

Deputy Minister

Human Resources and Social Development Canada

Place due Portage, Phase 4

140 Promenade du Portage

Gatineau, PQ, K1A 0J9

Some of the main messages to cover include: 

· SCPI has been a very significant tool in the work to reduce homelessness and its renewal under the new Homelessness Partnering Strategy (HPS) is greatly appreciated.
· However, the March 31, 2007 end of SCPI funding will cause serious problems that threaten to undermine the promise of the HPS.

· There will be a funding gap between the end of SCPI and the effective start of HPS.

· SCPI-funded service providers will have to lay off staff and shut down programs well before March 31 because they can’t afford to keep going without the certainty of continued funding. Many valuable services will be lost and homeless people across the country will suffer.
· The funding gap also affects capital projects that may not be able to meet the March 31 deadline for completion because of external pressures such as OMB hearings or bad weather etc. These projects are in jeopardy if some relief is not granted.

· The solution is a six-month administrative extension of the SCPI funding deadline to Sept. 30, 2007 from March 31, 2007.

· The extension would provide funding certainty to service providers during the transition from SCPI to HPS. It would also ensure that important capital projects could be completed. 

