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HOMELESSNESS CONTINUES TO BE A NATIONAL CRISIS!

SERVICES ARE VITAL INVESTMENTS IN COMMUNITIES!

CLOSE THE GAP IN FUNDING!


Federal Announcement:  New Program – Homelessness Partnering Strategy

On December 18, 2006 the federal government announced a new program called the Homelessness Partnering Strategy (HPS) - $270 million dollars over 2 years.  The new program will “come into effect” April 1, 2007.  This new program is to replace the internationally acclaimed and award winning program, Supporting Communities Partnership Initiative (SCPI). 

Good News Except…

“Come into effect” April 1, 2007 ≠ uninterrupted and continued funding for local services and projects in Toronto and across Canada!

· There are no details about the transition from SCPI to HPS.

· Administrative issues have yet to be addressed.  This will mean delays as to when the funding will flow from the federal government to local communities.  As a result, there will be a big gap in funding between the end of SCPI and the actual start of HPS.

· Many services and projects will end March 2007 when their SCPI funds are exhausted.  Organizations are unable to retain staff when there is uncertainty about when new funding may be available.

· Capital projects are at risk of not being completed for a March 2007 deadline.

In 2 months, the loss of valuable projects and services will be a reality!

Immediate federal commitment to ensure there is no funding gap is needed.  Otherwise, vital projects and services across Canada will end March 2007. The effective investment that has already been made to reduce and end homelessness will be lost! 

Take action!

Ask the federal government to approve an administrative extension for projects and services to cover the transition period from SCPI to HPS!

Write (postage free), e-mail, fax or call the Minister of Human Resources and Social Development

The Honourable Monte Solberg 






Minister of Human Resources and Social Development 


House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario Canada K1A 0A6

Phone: 613-992-4516    Fax:  613-992-6181

solbem@parl.gc.ca 
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