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Street Count tells us what we already knew

…and then subtracts some details

Toronto – The City of Toronto has released the results of its Streets Needs Assessment and the results are not surprising to homeless activists. Yet, the report doesn’t go far enough, and is likely to result in a misinterpretation of data.

“As we have stated from the beginning, a Point-In-Time count can only provide a temporary snapshot of the real situation,” says Tanya Gulliver, Coordinator for the Toronto Disaster Relief Committee (TDRC). “It looks to me that this picture may be a little fuzzy.”

“It is simply not believable that the number of street homeless in TO is LESS then the numbers reported for Edmonton or Vancouver (which are much smaller in population),” states Michael Shapcott, member of the TDRC Steering Committee and Chair of the National Housing and Homelessness Network.
Edmonton’s 2004 Street Count found 1,452 people on the streets, while a March 2005 count in Vancouver found 1,127 in the streets. Toronto’s numbers of 818 street homeless just don’t add up given the larger population here.

“At the same time, there is some information to be gleaned from this report,” explains Cathy Crowe, RN. “The high interactions homeless people have with the health care system, and the disproportionate number of Aboriginal homeless, reflect what I see as a Street Nurse.”

The recommendations for an extension to SCPI funding, increased income supports and improved Aboriginal services are all important. We call on Council to pressure senior levels of government for increased funding to build safe and affordable housing; the only real solution to solving the homelessness disaster.
For more information and ongoing updated analysis check out www.tdrc.net
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